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1. What is required under Australia’s Illegal Logging Laws?  

Australia’s Illegal Logging Prohibition Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) prescribes due diligence for 
businesses importing ‘regulated timber products’1 and for Australian processors of domestic raw logs. 
Under the Regulation, importers and processors have to undertake due diligence to minimise the risk of 
sourcing illegal logged timber.  

Due diligence requirements for importers include the following steps:  

Step 1: Information gathering  

Step 2: Assessing and identifying risk against a timber legality framework or a country specific 
guideline or the regulated risk factors  

Step 3: Risk assessment  

Step 4: Risk mitigation (if required)  

Further information about the Regulation is available at the Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resource’s website (www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging).  

2. How to use the Country Specific Guideline (CSG)  

This CSG is intended to assist an importer of regulated timber products from Thailand to Australia to 
comply with the due diligence requirements of the Regulation.  

An importer must gather information about the product in accordance with section 10 of the Regulation, 
this includes gathering information or evidence contained in this CSG.  

Information listed in this CSG is not an exhaustive list of evidence or documentation required to satisfy 
the due diligence requirements under the Regulation.  

The information gathered by applying this CSG, along with any other information gathered in 
accordance with the Regulation, needs to be assessed in accordance with the processes outlined in 
section 12 of the Regulation (including considering any other information the importer knows, or ought 
reasonably to know, but is not contained in the CSG), to identify the risk that a regulated timber product 
is, is made from, or contains illegally logged timber.  

All data included in this document is the most current as available at time of publishing. 

 

 

  

                                                             

 

 

1 For the purposes of the Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012 a ‘regulated timber product’ is a product listed in 
Schedule 1 to the Regulation. 
 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging
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3. Scope of the CSG for Thailand 

This CSG provides detailed information on the control of pathways for timber harvested and originating 
from within Thailand and informs Australian importers of what is considered legal timber. It is only 
applicable for timber products with a Thailand origin of harvest. 

3.1 Timber harvested outside of Thailand 

There may be timber, forest products or products which contain timber, wholly or in-part, which was 
harvested in another country, before it was imported to Thailand. These products are not in-scope of 
this CSG, however information contained in section 7.2 of this document may assist importers in 
conducting due diligence through another available pathway. 
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4. Overview of Forest Management in Thailand 

4.1 Forest Area 

Thailand’s forest covers 32 percent of the land area or approximately 51.8 million hectares. Forest cover 
has decreased over time as a result of economic growth, agricultural activities and land conversion, and 
the demand for timber. In 1989, forest area had decreased to 28% of the land area. This resulted in 
cancellation of all concessions for forest lands. Since 1989, following the prohibition of logging in 
natural forests, the Thai government has promoted plantation forests to develop the economy and meet 
the increasing demand for timber. 

Thailand’s forest policy setting aims to recover the country’s forest area to 40% of total land area 
(25% allocated for conservation and 15% for economic purposes). This seeks to balance water 
resources for agriculture and the demand for timber.  

 

Natural forests in Thailand are owned by the public and cannot be harvested. There are two distinct 
forest types: 

 Evergreen forest which span the southern and eastern regions of Thailand. 

 Deciduous forest which span the central, northern and north-eastern regions of Thailand.  

Under the Forest Act B.E. 2484 (1941), Thailand has national areas that must be preserved for public 
interest and the environment. The Royal Forest Department’s (RFD) Forest Land Management Bureau 
has stated that protected areas include: 

 National reserved forest area2 (23 million ha or 143,925,404.30 rai):  

o RFD is in charge of the administration of national reserved forests, except where those 

areas are accredited as national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. 

o Commercial plantations exist in national reserved forest areas. 

 National park area (6.22 million ha or 38,858,917.19 rai):  

o Managed by the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation.  

o Some of these national parks are within national reserved forest areas. 

 Wildlife sanctuary area (3.66 million ha or 22,846,162.50 rai):   

o Managed by the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation.  

o Some of these sanctuaries are within national reserved forest areas. 

 Permanent forest (outside national reserved forests) area (1.68 million ha or 10,517,402.04 rai):  

o RFD is in charge of their administration. 

Private sector forestry 

In 1989 the Thai government revoked forest concessions and began promoting a project for the 
establishment of private forest plantations. The private forest industry sector also helped to promote 

                                                             

 

 

2 Under Section 4 of the National Reserved Forest Act B.E. 2507 the ‘national reserved forest’ is forest that is 
declared as the national reserved area for the purposes of conserving forest condition, timber, forest product or 
other natural resources. The Ministerial Regulations must list the area and include a map illustrating the boundary 
of the national reserved forest. 
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faster growing plantations, especially Eucalyptus—to be used as raw materials for producing wood 
chips for pulp. This resulted in the rapid growth of commercial Eucalyptus plantations of more than 
480,000 ha (3 million rai), and more than 320,000 ha (2 million rai) of teak forest and other plantations. 

In 1994, the Private Forest Plantation Cooperative Limited was founded to allocate funds to farmers 
who intended to join the project, share knowledge, and improve marketing for its members.  

Community Forestry Project 

The RFD Community Forest Management Office (CFMO) encourages people living near forest areas to 
take part in community forest management by working with RFD officers to manage, conserve, and 
rehabilitate forests, and to make them sustainable. Community representatives (eg. village headman, 
sub-district mayor, mayor or chairman of a community forest committee) are able to submit an 
application for a community forest project. The CFMO works with the community to develop the project 
for approval by the RFD Director-General. Project duration is for 10 years, with the ability to apply to 
extend at that time.  

From 2000-2017, the Community Forest Management Office has established community forests for 
10,537 villages, covering a total forest area of 923,830 ha (5,773,927-0-23 rai).  

4.2 Bans or limitations on harvest of specific species 

In 1989, Thailand banned the harvesting of logs in natural forests in the form of a Cabinet Resolution 
(Order number 32/2532). This revoked all logging licenses in natural forests, effectively banning 
commercial logging.   

Thailand is a party to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES). Thailand regulates the harvest or collection of flora and fauna species listed in 
accordance with the CITES Appendices. Rosewood (Dalbergia spp.) is listed in Appendix II of CITES and 
is therefore restricted in trade, and may require documentation for import and export. The main CITES 
species of concern for Thailand is Siamese rosewood (Dalbergia cochinchinensis). 

In addition to CITES, rosewood is a restricted species under the Forest Act (as referenced throughout 
this document). Rosewood is also considered a ‘conservation plant’ under the Plant Act B.E. 2518 (1975) 
and therefore requires additional permission to import, export or transit (section 29(3)). Permission to 
export is granted through the Export of Conservation Plants Certificate which is valid for a period not 
exceeding six months from the date of issuance.   

4.3 Forest-related organisations in Thailand  

The Royal Forest Department (RFD) within the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment is the 
main authority responsible for forestry in Thailand. RFD administers permissions related to timber 
harvesting, transporting, processing and trading. RFD is divided into two main sections: central 
authorities and regional authorities. 

Central authorities are responsible for allocating funds, developing policies, and cooperating with 
national organisations and performing tasks specified by laws. There are 13 authorities, including the 
Forest Certification Office, Forest Research and Development Office, Forest Land Management Office, 
and the Community Forest Management Office.  

Regional authorities are located in regions with 23 offices providing coverage across every province 
throughout Thailand. Regional authorities are responsible for liaising with the relevant organisations at 
the provincial, district and subdistrict levels, depending on the operations required. Regional authorities 
prepare operational reports after receiving central budget allocations.   

https://www.cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php
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5. Timber products exported from Thailand 

Thailand’s top ten exports of regulated timber products by value in 2017 are at Table 1. The list spans 
across Customs HS codes within chapters 44, 48 and 94. 

 

Table 1: Top-10 Regulated Timber Products exported from Thailand to Australia in 2017 by value 

Chapters 
HS 

Code 
Description 

Value (A$) 

44 – Wood and 
articles of wood 

4411 Fibreboard of wood or other ligneous materials 
$2.42 million 

48 – Paper and 
paperboard; articles 
of paper pulp, of 
paper or of 
paperboard 

4802 Writing paper uncoated 

$10.77 million 

4803 
Toilet or facial tissue, towel or napkin and similar 
paper 

$3.98 million 

4805 Other uncoated paper and paperboard $3.06 million 

4809 
Carbon paper, self-copy paper and other copying 
or transfer papers 

$2.78 million 

4811 
Paper, paperboard, cellulose wadding and webs of 
cellulose fibres 

$8.30 million 

4818 
Toilet paper and similar paper, cellulose wadding 
or webs of cellulose fibres 

$9.39 million 

4819 
Cartons, boxes, cases, bags and other packing 
containers, of paper, paperboard, cellulose 
wadding or webs of cellulose fibres 

$3.31 million 

94 – Furniture  

9401 Seats (wooden furniture) $20.57 million 

9403 
Other furniture or parts thereof (wooden 
furniture) 

$21.14 million 

Source: Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (2018) 
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6. Laws and regulations governing forestry in Thailand 

Thailand’s forestry laws and regulations are under the control of RFD and address the trade in timber, 
the use of the forest area, and forest conservation to create environmental balance. The main forestry 
laws governing the commercial exploitation of forest resources include: 

 Forest Act B.E. 2484 (1941)  

o Serves as the foundation for determining public and private forest ownership, trade, lumber 

industry, transportation, and collections of non-timber forest products. 

o Outlines procedures related to harvesting permission on public land, private land, and 

plantations not registered under the Commercial Forest Plantation Act (mentioned below) 

 Commercial Forest Plantation Act B.E. 2535 (1992) and (No. 2) B.E. 2558 (2015) 

o Outlines procedures related to harvesting permission on registered plantations.  

 National Forest Reserves Act B.E. 2507 (1964) 

o Provides for the determination of national forest reserves and assigns responsibility for 

their control and maintenance to RFD.  

 

 

  

Definitions under the Forest Act 

Restricted Timber: 

Two categories: 

Category A: General Restriction (158 species) – Timber in which its logging shall be made upon license 
granted by competent officer or upon concession granted in accordance with Act. 

Category B: Strict Restriction (13 species) – Rare or reserved timber in which logging thereof is restricted, 
except where a special permission is granted by the Minister. 

Restricted and unrestricted species are listed in Royal Decree on Restricted Timber Species B.E. 2530 (1987). 

Timber:  

Teak and other plants, whether having trunk or growing in cluster as well as, whether cut, chopped, sawed, 
spitted, trimmed, dug, or done in any manner whatsoever. Timber is variously regulated depending on the 
laws. 

Logging:   

Cutting, stabbing, lopping, felling, cropping, sawing, spitting, trimming, digging, or hauling timber in the forest 
or doing in any manner whatsoever to take plants out of the forest. This includes teak or yang grown in land 
which is not forest or taking teak or yang from land in which it is growing.   

Transformed timber:  

Timber which is transformed, but excludes timber used for making utensils or other articles or used as a part 
of utensils or articles.  
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Plantation Forests  

Plantations can be on private or public land, including land in national reserved forest areas. The 
Commercial Forest Plantation Act B.E. 2535 (1992) was put in place to promote commercial plantations 
on private land3 and public areas. The purpose of this Act was to protect restricted timber species and 
ensure traceability and verification of legality. This assisted in increasing the domestic timber supply, 
and facilitating private and state owners of registered commercial forests to undertake logging and 
transport to a location. Under the Act, private and state operators are able to register their plantations 
with the RFD. To be eligible for registration applicants must meet the species and landholding 
requirements. Successful applicants receive a Plantation Certificate (Sor Por 3). Land that is 
registered as commercial forest under the Act and its revisions is exempt from petitioning for 
permission for manufacturing and transforming timbers.  

In 2016, the revised Commercial Forest Plantation Act (Second Amendment) B.E. 2558 (2015) promoted 
the sustainability of forest management and encouraged forest plantation. It also allowed plantations 
that are growing 58 different species of reserved timbers specified in the Annex to register their 
plantation under this Act.  

The types of commercial plantations and the timber they produce include: 

 Public registered commercial plantations which account for 95,830 ha (598,928.62 rai). 

o Teak – 53,725.83 m3 

o Eucalyptus – 123,805.07 m3 

o Other – 4,295.21 m3 

 Private registered commercial plantations (33,970) which account for 61,385 ha (383,653.22 

rai). 

o Timber – 7,626.30 m3 

 Private unregistered commercial plantations 

o Rubber plants – 23,273.63 m3 

Timber grown on Private Land 

Timber grown on private land, and considered to be the private property of the owner, is not under the 
jurisdiction of forestry law. The owner can establish a plantation, and harvest, transport, process and 
trade timber grown on their private land without permission, except in relation to teak (Tectona 
grandis), yang (Dipterocarpus alatus) and rosewood (Dalbergia spp.) where permission is legally 
required under section 7 of the Forest Act. These species are under nationwide restrictions. nrestricted 
timber species grown on private land such as eucalyptus and acacia which are primarily used for pulp, 
paper and particleboard have no requirements to obtain harvesting permission or for chain of custody 
documentation.     

  

                                                             

 

 

3 Private land is land that has an official document declaring the right of possession according to the Land Code B.E. 
2497 (1954). 
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6.1 Domestic timber harvesting and manufacturing process 

The legal timber harvesting and manufacturing process in Thailand captures the source of timber (refer 
to the previous page), the area used for production, types of timber, timber processes, trading, 
transporting, and exporting of the timber product. The procedures throughout the process must be 
followed in accordance with all relevant laws. Refer to Annex A for a flowchart of the main laws through 
the process.  

Logging  

Logging must be undertaken in accordance with the relevant law dependent upon the designation of the 
type of land.  

 On land designated under the Forest Act, a person:  

o does not require a license to undertake logging of unrestricted timber species. The most 

important examples include rubberwood, eucalyptus and acacia which form the bulk of 

Thailand’s pulp, paper and particleboard industries. They are widely planted by 

smallholders, farmers and large scale commercial pulp and fibre processors. 

o requires a license (with an affixed seal) to undertake logging of restricted timber species.  

The licensee must carry out logging in accordance with the size limit stated in the license. 

The licensee must also pay a royalty fee. 

 On land designated under the National Forest Reserves Act, a person requires a license to 

undertake logging or collecting forest product for all species in each national reserved forest 

(Section 15), this includes unrestricted species.  

 On private land, the logging of teak, yang and Siam rosewood (as specified in Section 7 of the 

Forest Act) requires a license.   

Timber transformation  

Permission is required under the Forest Act to undertake timber transformation for trading or 
fabrication. Within a transformed timber control area, a license is required to:  

 transform timber, establish a transformed timber factory, establish a transformed timber 

trading place, possess transformed teak, or possess other transformed timber more than 0.2 m3 

(section 48). 

 trade or have in possession for trade any invention, utensil or other thing made by restricted 

timber which is different or more than the category, size or volume determined by the Minister 

under section 53. 

Timber transportation 

The transportation of timber and forest products must be undertaken in accordance with the Forest Act. 
The provisions apply to the transportation of timber and forest products after: 

 Timber or forest products, which are licensed to log or collect, have been taken from the place of 

origin to another destination as determined in the license;  

 Timber, which could be logged without license, has been taken to the first forest station;  

 Timber or forest products, which are imported into Thailand, have been taken to the customs 

station; 

 Timber or forest products, which are bought in official trade, are taken from the place where 

they had been situated.  
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Any person who transports timber or forest products should have a transportation certificate - in 
most cases this will be a Royal Forest Department Removal Pass for Logs and Transformed Timbers. Any 
person who transports timber or forest products into a forest station area must, within five days, 
present a transportation certificate for the timber or forest product, or a confirmation letter for the 
transported timber (Section 40). The timber or forest product must not be different from the category, 
size or volume as specified in the certificate. Following verification, a competent officer grants written 
permission for the timber or forest product to be moved further.   

 A confirmation letter can be provided by a person holding a license to establish a transformed 

timber factory or a transformed timber trading place.   The confirmation letter shall be deemed 

as a transportation certificate when given by a competent officer under section 39 of the Forest 

Act.  

Further information on transportation certificates can be found in Table 2 under section 7.1.  

6.2 Other relevant laws that relate to legal timber 

Other laws and regulations that are relevant to the trade in legal timber from Thailand include:  

 Export and Import of Goods Act B.E. 2522 (1979)  

 Customs Act B.E. 2560 (2017) 

Exporting timber 

The Export and Import of Goods Act B.E. 2522 (1979) is the main legislation detailing the requirements 
for exporting timber.  

The Regulation of the Ministry of Commerce on the Criteria, Methods, and Conditions for Exporting Timber 
and Transformed Timber (2006) sets out the requirements for gaining permission to export timber and 
transformed timber, as defined in the Forest Act. Requirements include: 

 Timber from a commercial forest must be granted permission to be exported. That permission is 

granted in accordance with the specified limit stated in the RFD legal certificate. 

 Teak must be granted permission to be exported. That permission is granted in accordance with 

the specified limit stated in the RFD legal certificate. Teak can only be exported by the Forest 

Industry Organisation (FIO), a state-owned enterprise.   

 Rubberwood can be exported without a maximum limit, following a request for permission.  

The above requirements relate to gaining permission to export round logs, sawn timber and charcoal. 
Permission is not required to export rattan, bamboo, reeds, palms, roots, vines, veneer, vegetation, 
sawdust, wood chips, no matter whether they are bits, chunks, or pellets or similar forms, and timber 
which is processed to a finished product and cannot be further transformed.   

Exporting timber products must be undertaken in accordance with the Customs Act B.E. 2560 (2017) 
including: 

 Section 13 of the Customs Act B.E. 2560 (2017)  

o Specifies that for exporting timber, a duty shall be collected from the exporter when 

submitting a goods declaration to a customs officer. 

 Section 4 of the Customs Tariff Decree B.E. 2530 (1987)  

o Specifies that imported and exported timber shall be chargeable with and liable to duty 

according to the tariff schedule annexed, or as declared by the Minister of Finance.  

Further information on the documentation required for exporting timber products is at section 7.1. 
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7. Identifying legal product from Thailand 

7.1 Evidence of Timber Legality 

This section sets out the documentary evidence available to demonstrate the legality of timber products 
that are exported from Thailand. Table 2 covers the documentation required for planting, harvesting, 
transporting, transforming, trading, and exporting timber. 

The key documents importers are able to obtain to demonstrate their timber product was legally 
harvested in Thailand are:   

 RFD Legal Certificate, issued specifically for each consignment , in addition to the RFD Removal 

Pass  

 Export License, issued for round logs, sawn timber and charcoal. 

RFD Legal Certificate 

RFD has established a system for issuing certificates which demonstrate the legality of certain timber 
products that are to be exported from Thailand. The RFD Forest Certification Office (FCO) issues three 
types of RFD legal certificates for exportation (refer to Annex B for examples): 

 RFD Legal Certificate: Wood Products (includes furniture from a wood product factory) 

 RFD Legal Certificate: Wood Charcoal 

 RFD Legal Certificate: Round Wood 

Annex B.x covers which products require this certificate. Obtaining an RFD legal certificate is mandatory 
for exporting these products. Exporters are required to submit the certificate to the Ministry of 
Commerce when applying for an export license (an export license is only required for round logs, sawn 
wood and charcoal).  

Paper products do not require this certificate, however, an exporter can make a request to RFD to obtain 
an RFD legal certificate for the specific consignment of paper product should an importer require one.  

For other timber products that do not require a RFD Legal Certificate, importers will need to obtain a 
combination of the available documents in order to assess the level of risk that the timber was sourced 
illegally.  

Export License 

Exporters are required to obtain an export license for round logs, sawn timber and charcoal. In order to 
apply for an export license, an exporter must submit the RFD Legal Certificate issued for the specific 
consignment; invoice, quotation, or other trade documents; and the RFD Removal Pass or other 
transportation certificate.  

An export license is not required for the export of woodchips, finished wood products (eg. furniture, 
paper and paperboard). For these products, importers will need to rely on an RFD Legal Certificate (if 
applicable) to demonstrate timber legality.  

 
  



Country Specific Guideline for Thailand 
 

 
13 

DRAFT VERSION 2.0 

Table 2 – Types of documentation required for planting through to exporting timber products  

Source of timber 

Plantation area Type of License/Certificate 

Registered Plantations 
under the Commercial 
Forest Plantation Act 

Plantation Certificate (Por Sor 3) 

National Forest Reserves 

Plantation License (Por Sor 31) 

Plantation License to use or live in national reserved forest area (Sor Tor Khor 1 
Kor; Sor Tor Kor 2 Kor)4; and  

License to perform forest or perennial tree plantation in national reserved 
forest area (Sor Tor Khor 1 Khor) 

Forest Area (specified in 
Forest Act)  

Forest Utilization License and/or Certificate granted by other government 
agency 

Licensed area Title Deed or Ownership Certificate (Nor Sor 3, Nor Sor 3 Kor, Nor Sor 3 Khor, 
Nor Sor 2) 

Logging 

Plantation area Type of License/Certificate 

Areas specified in National 
Reserved Forest Act  

Logging License in National Reserved Forest (Por Sor 2) 

Areas specified in Forest Act  Normal Restricted Tree Logging License except Teak (License 2) 

Teak Logging License (License 1) 

Areas registered in 
Commercial Forest 
Plantation Act (this includes 
private land) 

Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification (Sor Por 13) 

(Example of this document provided at Annex C.1) 

Areas unregistered in the 
Commercial Forest 
Plantation Act (plantations 
and natural forests on 
private land) 

- Teak, Yang, Siam 
Rosewood  

Timber harvested from private land is considered private property so does not 
require permission to cut, fell, or transport, unless it is teak, yang, or rosewood: 

 Teak Logging License in the Land with Title Deed for Trading Purposes 

(License 5)  

 Yang Logging License in the Land with Title Deed and Nor Sor 3 Document 

for Trading Purposes (License 7) 

 Rosewood 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

4 A land certificate to prove a right to make a living in a national reserved forest area issued from a Cabinet Resolution on 
August 28, 1979 under the auspices of the Royal Forest Department on land survey administration and permit according to 
National Reserved Forest Act B.E 2507 (1964) (3 draft) B.E.2528 (1985) 
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Transportation  Control 

Transportation Type of License/Certificate 

Transportation of timber 
and forest products (must 
be moved through a forest 
checkpoint and 
documentation verified by 
RFD) 

Royal Forest Department Removal Pass for Logs and Transformed Timbers – 
issued by RFD, provincial governor or district chief. 

(Example of this document provided at Annex C.2) 

Confirmation Letter for transporting transformed timber or timber products (or 
transformed rubberwood timber or timber products, if applicable) – issued by 
authorised licensed processing and trade operator. Must accompany each 
consignment dispatched from a factory. 

Plantation Timber Packing List (Sor Por 15) accompanied with a label, stamp, 
mark, imprinted logo, or any symbol to show the ownership – required to 
accompany timber during transportation 

Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification (Sor Por 13) – if  applicable, it must 
accompany timber during transportation 

(Example of this document provided at Annex C.1) 

Timber Transformation and Timber Industry Control 

During transformation 
process, operators are 
required to obtain a license 
from RFD to both establish a 
factory or trading place; and 
to transform timber 

License to establish Transformed Timber Factory  

License to establish Transformed Timber Factory for Fabrication  

Certificate of Transformed Timbers (contains type/species, size, quantity, 
volume, and timber mark) accompanied with signature and stamp of competent 
officer from RFD 

Certificate of Transformed Rubber Plants 

Certificate of Fabrication (required when selling ready-made or ready-to-
assemble furniture manufactured in a timber processing factory by using a 
fabrication machine) 

Operators must keep factory inventory showing round logs received and 
transformed timber dispatched from the factory (specifying type/species, volume, 
quantity, timber mark, and origin) 

Timber Export 

Exporting Timber Royal Forest Department Legal Certificate (3 types: wood products including 
furniture from wood product factory; wood charcoal; round wood).  

(Examples of these documents provided at Annex B.1 – B.3) 

Certificate is mandatory for exporting these products. Paper does not require 
this certificate, however an exporter is able to request a certificate from RFD 
should an importer require one. 

Export License (required for timber, sawn timber and charcoal; but not 
required for woodchips, finished wood products eg. furniture, paper and 
paperboard). The RFD Legal Certificate must be provided when requesting the 
export license. 

Export of Conservation Plants Certificate 

Timber arriving at point of export must be accompanied by the appropriate 
transportation documentation (referred to above) which is verified by RFD 
before the timber enters the customs area.  
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7.2 Thailand’s timber import controls 

Thailand imports timber products to be used in their timber industry, including both logs and processed 
timber products. Figure 1 outlines the import control process for timber product imported into 
Thailand. Table 3 lists the documents required to import timber into Thailand from a third country and 
transport it to a timber trader or factory.  

 

Figure 1 - Import control process in Thailand 

 

Table 3 – Documentation required to import timber into Thailand from a third country 

Timber Importation 

Importation to Thailand 
from a third country 

Export License (from original third country destination) 

Import License (Example of this document provided at Annex D) 

Timber Transportation Pass (Example of this document provided at Annex C.2) 

 

7.3 Forest Certification in Thailand 

 

Thailand has established an industry standard for Sustainable Forest Plantation Management 
(TIS 14061) and Chain of Custody Control Standard (TIS 2861). The Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) 
manages the Thai Forest Certification Scheme. Under the Forest Act, procedures have been established 
to allow entrepreneurs who are involved in plantation forests to apply for certification for sustainably 
managing their plantation. In these cases, RFD will grant a Certificate for Sustainable Forest Management 
in addition to being certified by the international certification system.  

As at October 2018, Thailand had 67,299 hectares of forest area certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC). In July 2018, a process commenced to establish a FSC national standard.  

Thailand is working with the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) to gain 
endorsement of the national standard in order to grant the right to use the PEFC logo. There are 
businesses in Thailand that hold chain of custody certification. 

  

Imported 
timber 
products 

 Document 

showing sources 

of timber  

 Product lists (incl. 

type/species, 

quantity/volume) 

 Export license 

from original 

destination 

 Transport to 

the place as 
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granted 

transportation 

pass 

 Pay tariff  Collect 

documents 

for RFD 

officer for 

further 

verification  

Customs 
Check 

RFD grants 
transportation 
pass 

 

Timber trader, 
Timber factory  
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8. Who should I contact for further information? 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Government 

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 

GPO Box 858 

Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: +61 (0) 2 6272 3933 

www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging 

Email: illegallogging@agriculture.gov.au 

             

     

กรมป่าไม ้ประเทศไทย 

 

Thailand  Government 

Forest Certification Office, Permission 
Bureau, Royal Forest Department 

61, Phahonyothin Road,  

Lat Yao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 19000 

Phone: 0 2561 4292 Ext. 5249 

http://new.forest.go.th 

Email: rfdcertification@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

While reasonable efforts have been made to ensure that the contents of this guideline and the associated 
quick reference guide are factually correct, the Commonwealth of Australia does not accept 
responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the contents and expressly disclaims liability for any 
loss or damage, however caused, that may be occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or 
reliance on, the contents of this guideline or associated quick reference guide. 

This guideline and its associated quick reference guide is made available on the understanding that the 
Commonwealth of Australia is not providing professional advice. Before relying on this guideline or its 
associated quick reference guide, readers should obtain appropriate professional advice suitable to 
their particular circumstances. 

Readers should also confirm that this is the most up-to-date available guideline by referring to the 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources website. 

 

file://///Act001cl01fs06/fishforestdata$/Forestry/ILLEGAL%20LOGGING/2.%20Stakeholder%20Management/15.%20Country%20and%20State%20Specific%20Guidance/CSGs/CSGs%20-%20Under%20Negotiation/Thailand/Second%20Draft%20-%20Australian%20version/www.agriculture.gov.au/illegallogging
mailto:illegallogging@agriculture.gov.au
http://new.forest.go.th/
mailto:rfdcertification@gmail.com
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Annex A: Laws relevant to the legal manufacturing process of timber products 

 

Timber Transformaton, Trade 

and Industry

Timber Import Controls and 

other Relevant Laws  

Export

Forest Act B.E. 

2484 (1941)

Factories Act B.E. 

2512 (1969)

Export and Import Act 

B.E. 2522 (1979)

Customs Act B.E. 

2560 (2017)

Export and Import 

Act B.E. 2522 (1979)

Customs Act B.E. 

2560 (2017)

Relevant Laws 

on 

Source of Timber and Logging

Forest Act B.E 2484 (1941)

National Reserved Forest Act B.E. 2507 
(1964)

Land Code B.E. 2497 (1954)

Commercial Forest Plantation B.E. 2535 
(1992) and its Revisions
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Annex B: Royal Forest Department Legal Certificates 

B.1 RFD Legal Certificate (Wood Products) 

 

B.2 RFD Legal Certificate (Wood Charcoal) 
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B.3 RFD Legal Certificate (Round Wood) 
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Annex C: Examples - Logging and Transportation Documentation   

C.1 Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification (Sor Por 13) 

 

C.2 RFD Removal Pass for Logs and Transformed Timbers 
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Annex D: Import License 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


